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PUBLISHING 
Impressive Acquisition 
The Los Angeles Times Mirror Co. 
has been rapidly acquiring sizable 
chunks of the “knowledge industry.” 
Atop its sturdy base, the Los Angeles 
Times (circ. 861,350), it has added mag- 
azines and book-publishing companies, 
including the New American Library. 



MURPHY 

Over the cliff at last. 


Last week it acquired another portion 
of the knowledge industry. As new 
chairman of the board and chief ex- 
ecutive officer, Times Mirror selected 
Franklin Murphy, 52, chancellor of the 
University of California at Los Angeles. 

Murphy is one educator who really 
deserves the title “doctor.” He started 
as a physician in Kansas, became dean 
of the University of Kansas medical 
school, later rose to chancellor of the 
university. While serving on Govern- 
ment and private cultural committees, 
he has been a director of companies as 
diverse as the Ford Motor Co., McCall 
Corp. and Hallmark Cards Inc. 

In his eight years as chancellor, 
U.C.L.A. has dramatically expanded: 
student enrollment has risen by more 
than a half, to 29,070. Murphy added 
38 new buildings, created ten inter- 
disciplinary study centers. Nonetheless, 
Murphy is more than willing to make 
the shift to the Times. “You reach a 
point,” he says, “where your physical 
and emotional commitment is at a maxi- 
mum, where there is nothing more to 
give, and then you know it is time to 
try something else.” Though Murphy 
had been offered other jobs in busi- 
ness, he turned them all down. “What 
pushed me over the cliff this time,” 
he says, “is that this is the kind of busi- 
ness I’ve always been in — communica- 
tions and education.” 

The change in command at the Times 


does not mean that the Chandler fami- 
ly has lost any interest in the company. 
Norman Chandler, 68, who had grown 
weary of the top job’s demanding pace, 
moves to a less arduous post as chair- 
man of the executive committee. His 
son Otis, who becomes vice chairman 
of the board, will continue to publish 
the Times — which has vastly improved 
under his regime. And at 40, Otis still 
has plenty of years left to become chair- 
man himself. 

Time Inc/s First Daily 

After 45 years of publishing mag- 
azines and books. Time Inc. last week 
announced a move into the newspaper 
business. Having recently decided to 
buy Little, Brown & Co. as well as 300,- 
000 shares of Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, 
Time Inc. reached an agreement to buy 
its first daily — the Newark Evening 
News. Time Inc. agreed to exchange 
roughly 325,000 shares of its common 
stock and take over a News mortgage 
debt of about $5,000,000, in return for 
all the stock of the Evening News Pub- 
lishing Co. of Newark. The News Co., 
however, will retain ownership of New- 
ark radio station WVNJ as well as the 
Garden State Paper Co. 

The News was founded by Wallace 
Scudder in 1883, and has always been 
in the hands of the same family. The 
only afternoon daily published in New- 
ark, it is New Jersey’s largest newspa- 
per, with a statewide daily circulation 
of 278,000 and 423,000 on Sundays. 
Advertising revenue has risen 38% over 
the past seven years to more than $25 
million in 1967. With an editorial staff 
of 254 in Newark and six regional bu- 
reaus in the state, the News started 
delivering some 20,000 copies of a New 
York edition last month. 

To Vincent J. Manno of Manno & 
Romano, the newspaper brokerage firm 
that brought the two publishers togeth- 
er, the transaction represented a “new 
horizon for the newspaper field.” In 
the joint announcement made by the 
two companies, Newark News President 
Edward Scudder said that “although 
the News has never occupied a strong- 
er position in its field than it does 
today, I am convinced that the vast re- 
sources and prestige of Time Inc. will 
contribute tremendously to its growth 
and service to its readers.” Time Inc.’s 
plans for the News will be made public 
when the transaction is concluded and 
the Internal Revenue Service approves 
it — perhaps next summer. 

Time Inc. President James A. Linen 
stressed his company’s interest in the 
city of Newark. “In spite of recent prob- 
lems of racial conflict and urban blight,” 
he said, “we have been most impressed 
with the community’s remarkable spirit 
and resiliency. In keeping with the New- 
ark News’s tradition of community ser- 
vice, we hope and believe that we can 
make a significant contribution to the 
city’s growth and well-being.” 


PUBLISHERS 

The Eagle & the Chickens 

When George Romney made his first 
political trip to New Hampshire last 
July, the Manchester Union Leader 
greeted him with a front-page editorial 
headlined: george romney can’t and 
shouldn’t win. The editorial went on 
to quote an unnamed corporation pres- 
ident as saying, “Romney is one of the 
meanest men I ever had anything to do 
with.” That was just the beginning. One 
editorial after another flayed Romney 
for “letting down the boys in Viet 
Nam,” for acting like a “desperate dem- 
agogue,” for not being born in the 
U.S. Complained the paper: “It would 
be hard to think of a more irresponsi- 
ble leader for this great nation than 
the Mexican-born George Romney.” 

Romney is only the latest in a long 
line of moderate-to-liberal politicians 
who have been branded by the Union 
Leader as unfit for office. The man 
who does the branding and writes the 
editorials is William Loeb, 62, perhaps 
the nation’s most intemperate and opin- 
ionated publisher. 

While most U.S. papers have moved 
closer to the political center, Loeb has 
stayed resolutely on the far right. War- 
ring against the twin evils of taxation 
and timidity in foreign affairs, he has 
substituted his own eagle-chicken clas- 



LOEB 

Plus a soft spot for Jimmy. 


sification for the customary hawk-dove. 
By his definition, even Walt Rostow 
and Robert McNamara qualify for the 
“chicken” category. “The harbor of Hai- 
phong,” he says repeatedly, “should be 
bombed off the map.” 

A Habit of Losing. By the standards 
of metropolitan journalism, Loeb’s 
Union Leader (circ. 55,000) is not very 
big. Nevertheless, it is New Hampshire’s 
largest and only statewide daily. As 
such, it is read and feared by every poli- 
tician courting the New Hampshire vote. 
The candidates supported by Loeb — 
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